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To the great Loſs and Grief of many Hundreds in this Nation, 
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An Account of many great Waters , that happened in the Reigns of 
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the 34. Henry the 7th, Henry the 8th, Queen Mary, and the un- 
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Strange & true News from the Country, &c. 


Oving Country-men, The News-which 
I have to tell is very True, although 
it be ſad, and comes from many places 
out of thy Knowledge ; yet do not 
judge that what I Relate to be falſe, 
without thou art certain that God is not 
able ro puniſh Sinners for their Sins : 
For truly fhall I tell ye, this Age that 
we live in, is grown to that wicked 
paſs, That we cannot believe one ano- 
ther in what we ſay, or promiſe to 

perform for flattering and diſſimularti- 
on is ſo common , that it is very hard to know our Friend from Foe, 
and the Deyiſion that is ameng our ſelves, is a ſi ficient thing to draw 

Gods Judgments on us 3 for truly ſhall I tell ye, you ſhall not come in 
Company with five Men but three of them ſhall be in ſeveral Opinions, 
and all their diſpute ſhall be about Religion, which is a ſad thing, Thar 
men which profeſs Chriſtianity and Know!eage in the Word of God, 

ſhould be always talking and never doing : For {hall I tef ye, That 

he is counted abrave Man that can hold a Scripture Diſcourſe , over a 

Glaſs of Beeror A'c, two or three hours ; and making poor Ignorant 

People believe that he is a brave Man, 'and a great Scholar , when he 

nere Read his Primer thorow, Likewiſe, there is a fad fort of men a- 

broad , that are more like Fews than Chriſtians ; that will not be- 

lieve any thing but what their Eyes do fee : ſuch | hope thou art not, 
which is to read this Truc Relation. | 


- And Firſt, 1 begin with thoſe poor Rattegs, that loſt their Lives by 
the great Snow, that began to fall onthe 25. of February, about Eight 
4 Clock in the Morning, and continuel till Tenat Night ; which time 
2c Evening Clearing, it _ very hard, which made it lye all day 
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4 Tron, the wind conciuuiys ig che Nerzh, about the heat of che | . ® 
av , te Snow gave 2 i1.Te ; but about 3, inthe afternoon, it fell a 


Snowing ti]: © ;"and the Wind chopping about V. E. it clearcd up 
Dor ttoze very Þard, and ſo continued till Z-c/aay follows, about 
32 tune tne wand twned VV. -/#". and fell. a Snowing, about 10 x 
C5 in the Morning, and continucd till 5 in che Evening ; which 
c1u.ed a very deep Srow to be in molt parts ofthis Kingdom; to ths 
Rune of Men and Cattel, and many men could not keep their Stages, 
U:.t was jorc ato lyc in, for fear of aanger ; and thoſe whoſe earneſt 
occaiions would not permit him to tay,but was iorc'd to Travcl. Some 
to my znowledge, how ſtrange you ray think it to be, What with 
naw 2nd froſt were {rozeto their Saddles,and cou'd not be got off by 
any mgea:'s til tacy ungrated the Saddle, and ſo took them both of 
together, - Or. that ſame day was a Poſt-Boy, froze to Death on his 
Horſe, beiore he got to his Stage in Sewthwark, and was taken dead 
of his Horie, and by no means of fire and hot Liquors.could be broughs 
to Lije agaii, Many others that Rid that day ,was forced to get Har- | 
boyr uy any Houſe, the Roads being ſo deep 1n Snow and Ice, and wa- 
Tcr in gicat tgles, underneath that they could not go a faot-pace ; and 
belides, Ride indanger of their breaking their Horſes Limbs, and their > | 
own. Many Cattel jtat day was Smothered in.the Snow ; In many 
paces, eipecially pops juttle Sheep , and Lambs rhat lay in Paſture | 
Grounds, che Snow falling {@ ſuddenly, and in ſuc z bundance, thay 
the Owners cou'd not find the chird part of t:em , bur was fain rg 
Rake the Nitches, and pull them from under the Snow. There wag al- 
ſa at Danga Wood corner,jinrbe Country of Vortkeawpten, 5 Miles of 
Higham-errics and ; Miles of 9x7, was 3 Mer and one Woman I3mq- 
theredro Neath, by his Snow, and all within a Bows ſhoot of anather, 
One Man 8ndthe Woman was going croſs the Road to the Stiſe, for tg 
et in the Foot way, and Sunk inthe Nigch by the Stile,and foung bath | 
cogether | The other two jay 4 proeey ilunge one Tomprle ore $04 : 
was fwallawed up in drefrs ofgftory high. 21115 Snowy Hay till Sunday 


ont th. of Aqarc+,and fell on that again anogier deep Sngw, 
following tone £6 a vey it eontinued freeing all-the time till * 
about Aﬀevsey Noon, the wind chopt about, FT, 7#. and Thawed gill «- 
6 « Night, by which che wind go! Full Nerte, and on 7 4/41) the - 
io of Myr: fel gnmther deep 9nd miferzble Snow, & keeps fill famp 
Carriers fro: coming to Town, and Beaf could "ay comp th ſyon 19 © | 
Tgwn 6 they would have, which made Meat very Dear; : Then 
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3-47, 1: Snow da 'tthe After noon in atundance., which mac « 
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very aecp forrow in many Peoples hearts + But on Fr1auy, ine 5 3 0! 
me tame Month 47.7c.ic began to Thaw about 3 a Ctock in the Morn- 
1ng , and about 6 if fell a Raining pretty hard.which caul'd the Snow 
10 Thaw (0 faſt, that what with the Rain and Snow togctacer, mace the 
watcrs riſe in abungance,to the damage of many hundreds of peop © in 
this Kingdom, os aking down of Bridges, drounding ot: wy and peo 
ple, with many more Miſchiefs it did : For where the oreat Huocs theft 
was in December and f anvary before,had undermined lome Br: ;dges att ' 
Houſes that ſtood by the V Vater fide, ti:eſe ſudden waters waſhed 
quite down, tothe great damage of many Town and Tity, which if} 
ſhould go to Relate all Damages thar this great Snow has done, wou!: d 
be £90 tedious for me to tell bur only this | go rell for a Real Truth,a 
nothing but what | am ſure 1s True. 

Anc now 1 come for to declare tholc great waters that happenec Jy 
December and f anayy laſt, to the utter ruine of many goo houſe-xeep 
crs, which was great Sufferers by thoſe Inundations : and more e: PEQ 
ally Fens and Vale Countries,that lies near Rivers and Brooks, a5 {>1m 
I ſhall! name unto you, that were the Chief. for all is too many to come 
within rhis ſmal! Book : And firft Ie begin with the Ific of £7, for it 
tis known that in ima'l I!lands,there has been ſuch great Hoods,tiat ma 
ny Catiel were drown'd , both Horſes, Cows, and Shcep, to the unuc 
ing of many a Poo: Man 

AAarſ}* Lard,his hal 2 great Drought of this V Varter,ani was draws; 
ded in many p'ace* into their Bed. Chambers, About Fre/ton. the \ya 
ters made many Breaches in the 2: x3, and Droke in upon their Catte!, 
and drown'd many. Tracy VV rire from Los Sutin, that the Inunda 
£10N 445 VErY bad rhere end 41d much harm, 1;ownaing many Catrel, 
and waſnt 3way G1vers Houſes, gore much Carn, T hey Y Yrice :!fo from 
hence thar rhere has Þ*en found the Rodves of Men, Women and 
Children Drown d. Weerrebrm wah moſt; d3ngerouly Prownd, So 
char it 15 thought a thaufand pond will not mae g00d their LL oſſes, At 
Tit: ets, within 2 Mie of Lerer: LIJELY they yecoiv et Damase abun 
dance. Prefor. and thoſe Parts the Carn which was in the {37007 re” 
waſht up hy the Roots to the Damage of many, org] 1 ar fleet and 
FofF#cn, ghey Write, That the Wir has been ſo owt, that the  o'deſt 
Mat Ltvir.; never knew ſuch F/c:t , and the Towns n ncver received 
ia much dainage. Wattizgyents flazted , and Aﬀaud.'s, vyith Jermans 
Taking. and a I yvn called 7 errinoten, to the undoing s of many people. 


They 
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They Write from New Holand, that the Inundation was ſo great 
there and ſo ſudden, that they were fain to pull down their Hay-Cocks 
for their Cattel to get upoa. Allo in divers places the Waters was, 
8 toot deep in their Houſes and Barns, to the Damage of Corn and 
Goods. | 

Atilnar in Sxcl; was floated, and T berferd, and Bran in Nor folk , 
ſ\. ered but not ſo much as other Neighbouring Towns did. St, /tes 
was floate.! as high as the Crown, that their Drink Swam in their Cel- 
lers, and did muc ih.rmin Wathing the FounJation of their Houſ.s. 
Er1f, 3 Miles beyond St. [res was floated . fo that they were fain to 
Row in Boats from one Houſc to another, all about the Town. 


St, Nees, inthe County of Harrirgrow, was ſuch a Flood thatti cir 
Records doth not make mention of any ich theſe three Euntred years, 
They write alſo from thence, that their. Brid, e is broken down, and 
Boats and Barges came Loaded on the Marke:-hill, Alto there was 
one Nicke/as I3/by, that lives at Ansdary, Rowed a Boat over St, 
Neras Church-yard Wall, and knocked at the Door, which was never 
ever known that the Waters came ſo far as the Wa'l in th-ir time, 
much more over. 

&:.fora has Received tome Damage both Briige and ]all, 


Tnee and a n:any more places in this Kingdom,as the 777 Corner, 
as Hrzencon in #14 ye, their Bridge and feveral Houſes be waſh 
down. Afaiaerhread , ond all up the [hams 1 de (uffered . by theſe 
great Waters ; but not [o much as the Nori of Erg.axa , but cipcc- 
ally L1in:coin ſhire about Deeper, aud Creld:r d. and the Hadlands many 
poor people be undone ; for thoſe that had but a Cow to give a Meſs 
of Mitk for their poor Children ; th. ſe Floo-<s has Devoured, 

And thus have I given you an Account in thort oi theſe Inunlations 
that has happened in our late time, And-now for to fill up this Sheet, 
I ſhall tell you of ſome Floods that happened in former days, And 
firſt | begin, I- ce Reign of King Henry the Third, there feil fo much 
Rain, that the Helards in Lincelr-/hire was under Water. | 

In the 17t#, Year of his Raign, were ſeen five Suns at one time t9- 
pether ; after which followed fo great a Deartn, that people were 
Conſtrained to cat Horſe-fleſh , and Barks of Trees ; and in Lender, 
twenty *thouland were ſaryed for want of Food. 
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* In the Reign of King Edward the Second, the 8:b Year cfhis Raign» 
was ſo great a Dearth, that Horſes and Dogs were Eatcn, and Thicves 
in Priſon , pluckt thoſe in pieces, that were new'y brought in amorg 
them, and eat them half alive ; which continued 3 Yeors, br. vght m1 
the end iuch a Pecſtilence , that the Living {carce ſiſficed to Bury ttc 
Dead, 

In the Raign of Herry the Fourth, was ſuch great Waters in Kerr, 
which overflowed the Banks, anc Drowncd the Cattel in great Nun.- 
bers. 

In the Fifth Ycar of the Raign of Hezr) the Sixth , was ſo unſcaſona- 
ble weather, that it Rained almoſt continually, from Eaſter till Aqics - 
aelmas, in his 17th. Year ; was fo greata Dearth of Cern, that peo- 
ple were fain to make them Bread of FarnRoots, In his 22th yer, 
on New-years Day near unto Feeford 3; Avery deep Water which Run 
between the Towns of 5 weiftore, and Har!/e 1 o:8, ſtcod ſuddenly till, 
and devided it ſelf : So that by the ſpace of three Miles, the bottom 
was dry ; and a ſmall time after it Raincd Blood, where: f the Red 
Drops Remained in the Sheets, as they hung to Cry. 


In the Second year of R'ckard the Third ; thetime w! en the Di Fe 
of Backirgkam wet to pals with his Army over 3:2cy® 5 © rect wn 
Inundation of water wa, that Men were Drowncd in their Peds ; Leo 
ſes were over turned ; Children were carried about the Fickis, Swi 
ing in Cradles : Beaſts were Drowned on Hills, which Royce of 
VVaters continued for Ten days, And is to this diy thercabouts 
called the great VVaters, Or the Duke of Backi»gecims V Var ers. 

In the 12 Year of Her) the 77h on the 24. of Arps, inthe low: 
of St. Neeas, in Hunting -ſhire, {cll Hail-ſtones that were N'c..it red 
1 8 Inches about. 

In the 15th. Year of Hexry the 8$:h. happencd abundance of \\'- 

tersand VVind , and after that followed ſo Sorc a Froſt that wary dv 

ed with Cold, ſome loſt Fingers, and ſome Toes. and many thc: 
Nales. In his 19 Yeer, by Extremity of Rain in Sced-time, {ci 
folowed a Drought of Coin, which would have cauſcd great Calan: 
Ty but that it was Relicved by the Marchants of LON DON, tha: 
belong'd to the Steel Nard, out of Germany. And a Thouſand Cuar- 
ters Supplicd out of the Kings own Proviſion, | 

In the latter end of Queen aries Raign , Tell ſuch —— of 
| ala 
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Ra' n, that gt inſter- Tal was full of V Vater, and Boats were Row- 
_Zcd over Weſtminſter Bridge into King-(rreer. 

CT inthe 24: Yearof King fames, being tne Yearof 1605, a'mighty 
17<{# VVind brougtt in the Sea into the River of Sever-, with tuch 
violence, That in tome places in Sommer /e;-/hire_. and .3oo Fer-hhire , 
the VVacers in divers Towns and Village3, grew higher than the tops 
of their Houſes So as notwithſtanding, atl means as could be uſed , 
there were drowned in 3 ommzr/e.-Skire 80, porions : and Damage 
done to the value of twenty thouſand Pounds. | 
VE At Cventry, tic Feb, of April ſo fudden a Flood came into tlic 

Subburbs of the City, that in one hour it roſe above 9g Foot in height, 
to the great Damage of many; and that which is as much ſtrange, as 
x ſuddenly came, ſo it ſuddenly abated, So as in four hours and a half 
it both came and went away. 

In his 6 Year, being 1609, A Froſt begznin De:+99. r, wh'ch cou- 
tinucd till {pr following ; with ſuch violegce, that not only the 
Thawts w:is {o Frozen, that Carts Loaded, were driven over it as 
.F; ondry#\pnd; ſo ag many ;rds and Fovvls perithe?. | | 
—— cat 1614. vere a-great Inuny: 1 I VYarcrs So titir 

the Sea in thar time broke into Linceln-ire , 1d Norfolk, 12 Miles 
into the Land, ; | 

And thus have I given you 2n Account of Gods Judgments by Wa- 
ter, for theſe 4 hundred Yeirs : Hoping you -re ſatisfied vvith vvhat 
here is Pen'd ; and conſidexyvhat good Servants Fire and Y Vater is , 
but bad Maſters, I Reſt antRemain Yours, £4. ”Y. 


